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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to the Request for Continued Examination and 
Amendment filed October 30, 2009. 

2. Claims 1-16 have been cancelled and new claims 17-34 have been added. 

3. Claims 17-34 have been examined and are pending with this action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 17-19, 21-25, 27-31 and 34 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Sabbagh et al. (US 6,814,510). 

INDEPENDENT: 

As per claim 17, teaches a printing control device, comprising: 

a printer-specific information storage unit storing printer-specific information 

which identifies a printer (see col. 2, line 66-col.3, line 4: "stored data"), the printer 
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specific information including at least one of a name, a specific ID, a former IP address, 
and a network port number of the printer (see col. 5 line 65-67); 

a search unit for locating a printer connected to a network and obtaining printer- 
specific information from the printer connected to the network (see col .2, lines 47-51 : 
"utilizes a polling method of updating data"; and col.4, lines 31-35); 

a comparing unit comparing the printer-specific information for the located printer 
obtained by the search unit with the printer-specific information of a particular printer 
stored in the printer-specific information storage unit, and determining if the located 
printer is the particular printer (see col.4, lines 20-30: "calls to the correct... printer"); 
and 

an update unit obtaining new printer-specific information about the located printer 
searched for by the search unit, and updating corresponding information stored in the 
printer-specific information storage unit to the new printer-specific information when the 
comparing unit determines that the located printer is the particular printer (see col.4, 
lines 35-38: "the port monitor updates stored printer configuration and status data"). 

As per claim 23, teaches a method for controlling a printing device, comprising: 
storing printer-specific information which identifies a printer (see col. 2, line 66- 
col.3, line 4: "stored data"), the printer- specific information including at least one of a 
name, a specific ID, a former IP address, and a network port number of a printer in a 
printer-specific information storage unit (see col. 5 line 65-67); 
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locating a printer connected to a network and obtaining printer-specific 
information from the printer connected to the network via a search unit (see col. 2, lines 
47-51 : "utilizes a polling method of updating data"; and col.4, lines 31-35); 

comparing the printer-specific information for the located printer obtained by the 
search unit with the printer-specific information of a particular printer stored in the printer 
specific-information storage unit via a comparing unit and determining if the located 
printer is the particular printer (see col.4, lines 20-30: "calls to the correct... printer"); 
and 

obtaining, via an update unit, new printer-specific information about the located 
printer searched for by the search unit and updating corresponding information stored in 
the printer-specific information storage unit to the new printer-specific information when 
the comparing unit determines that the located printer has identical printer-specific 
information to the particular printer (see col.4, lines 35-38: "the port monitor updates 
stored printer configuration and status data"). 

As per claim 29, teaches a computer readable medium storing computer 
program instructions which when executed by a computer programmed with the 
instructions, causes the computer to perform the following steps: 

storing printer-specific information which identifies a printer (see col. 2, line 66- 
col.3, line 4: "stored data"), the printer specific information including at least one of a 
name, a specific ID, a former IP address, and a network port number of a printer, in a 
printer-specific information storage unit (see col.5 line 65-67); 
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locating a printer connected to a network and obtaining printer-specific 
information from the printer connected to the network via a search unit (see col. 2, lines 
47-51 : "utilizes a polling method of updating data"; and col.4, lines 31-35); 

comparing the printer-specific information for the located printer obtained by the 
search unit with the printer-specific information of a particular printer stored in the 
printer-specific information storage unit via a comparing unit and determining if the 
located printer is the particular printer (see col.4, lines 20-30: "calls to the correct... 
printer"); and 

obtaining, via an update unit, new printer-specific information about the located 
printer searched for by the search unit and updating corresponding information stored in 
the printer-specific information storage unit to the new printer- specific information when 
the comparing unit determines that the located printer has identical printer-specific 
information to the particular printer (see col.4, lines 35-38: "the port monitor updates 
stored printer configuration and status data"). 

DEPENDENT: 

As per claims 18, 24, and 30, which respectively depend on claims 17, 23, and 
29, Sabbagh teaches further comprising: a setting update unit updating a printer port 
setting based on the information updated in the update unit (see col.4, lines 62-65). 

As per claims 19, 25, and 31, which respectively depend on claims 17, 23, and 
29, Sabbagh teaches further comprising: a judging unit judging whether the particular 
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printer is powered off or if an IP address of the particular printer has been changed 
when communications with the printer fail (see col. 2, lines 61-65). 

As per claims 21 and 27, which respectively depend on claims 17 and 23, 
Sabbagh teaches further comprising: a notifying unit, notifying another device on the 
network of the new printer- specific information about the located printer updated by 
said update unit (see col. 5, lines 55-col.6, line 4). 

As per claims 22, 28, and 34, which respectively depend on claims 21 , 27, and 
30, Sabbagh teaches wherein said notifying unit includes a reading unit reading a 
former access history record and a new access history record from the located printer 
searched for by said search unit; a determining unit that determines if the device has 
un-updated printer-specific information based on differences between the former access 
history record and the new access history record read by said reading unit, and said 
notifying unit notifies the device of the new printer-specific information (see col. 5, lines 
55-col.6, line 4). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 20, 26, 32, and 33 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 



6. 



The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
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The prior art of record does not disclose, teach, or suggest neither singly nor in 
combination the claimed limitation of "wherein, said search unit locates the printer 
connected to the network and obtains printer-specific information from the printer 
connected to the network and the comparing unit compares the printer-specific 
information for the located printer with the printer- specific information of the particular 
printer when it is determined that there is no DHCP server on the network" as recited in 
dependent claim 20, and similarly recited in claims 26 and 32. 

Claim 33 depends on claim 32. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 17-34 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. After further consideration and 
searching, Sabbagh et al. (US 6,814,510) has been cited to explicitly teach the 
limitations of claims 17-19, 21-25, 27-31 and 34. 

Conclusion 

8. For the reasons above claims 17-19, 21-25, 27-31 and 34 have been rejected 
and claim 20, 26, 32, and 33 have been objected. Claims 17-34 are pending with this 
action. 
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9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Y. Won whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3993. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th: 7AM-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on 571-272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Michael Won/ 
Primary Examiner 
AU 2455 

December 15, 2009 



